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SELF REFLECTION
•When did I or my family move to Arlington? What brought 
me/us here?

•What do I know about the neighborhoods of Arlington and 
surrounding communities? 

•What are their physical characteristics? 
•Do neighborhoods vary with regards to income, racial makeup, 
or with regards to other social and economic characteristics? 

•Are there stereotypes or realities I’ve heard about these 
different places?



SELF REFLECTION
•How does what I know about Arlington match up 
with the data?
•How did Arlington come to be?
•What does all of this have to do with race?
•What does it mean to be a community? 
•What does it mean to feel like you belong in the 
community where you live?



POPULATION CHANGE

http://www.mhp.net/datatown
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/06000US2501701605-arlington-town-middlesex-county-ma/

http://www.mhp.net/datatown
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/06000US2501701605-arlington-town-middlesex-county-ma/


INCOME AND HOUSING TENURE

$107,085
Median Household Income

ACS 2018 5-Year Estimate

$609,800
Median value of 

owner-occupied housing units
ACS 2018 5-Year Estimate

http://www.mhp.net/datatown
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/06000US2501701605-arlington-town-middlesex-county-ma/

59%/41%
Owner-occupied/Renter-occupied

ACS 2018 5-Year Estimate

http://www.mhp.net/datatown
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/06000US2501701605-arlington-town-middlesex-county-ma/


INCOME ELIGIBILITY FOR
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
IN ARLINGTON

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/departments/planning-community-development/affordable-housing-
in-arlington

Average Household Size: 2.5
Median Household Income for the Boston-Cambridge-Newton 

MA-NH Metro Area:$88,711
MA Median Household Income: $79,835
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/31000US14460-boston-cambridge-newton-ma-nh-metro-area/

Arlington Subsidized Housing Inventory: 5.6% 
(low per 40B)
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/10/10/shiinventory_0.pdf

Rental Housing through the Housing Corporation of 
Arlington (2020)

Household 
Size

Income
Household 

Size
Income

1 $53,760 5 $82,920
2 $61,440 6 $89,040
3 $69,120 7 $95,160
4 $71,400 8 $101,340

First Time Home Buyer and other Rental Housing

Household 
Size

Income
Household 

Size
Income

1 $67,400 5 $103,950

2 $77,000 6 $111,650

3 $86,650 7 $119,350

4 $96,250 8 $127,050

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/departments/planning-community-development/affordable-housing-in-arlington
https://censusreporter.org/profiles/31000US14460-boston-cambridge-newton-ma-nh-metro-area/
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/10/10/shiinventory_0.pdf


DIVERSITY
RACE & ETHNICITY, FOREIGN BORN, LANGUAGE

76.5%
White Non-Hispanic Population

Census Quickfacts 2019 population estimates

19.5%
Foreign Born Population

Census Quickfacts ACS 2018 5-Year Estimates

22%
Speak Language Other Than 

English at Home
Age 5+ Years-Old

Census Quickfacts ACS 2018 5-Year Estimates

http://www.mhp.net/datatown
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/arlingtontownmiddlesexcountymassachusetts/PST045219

http://www.mhp.net/datatown
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/arlingtontownmiddlesexcountymassachusetts/PST045219


ZONING AND 
HOUSING TYPES

http://www.mhp.net/datatown
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showdocument?id=20427

http://www.mhp.net/datatown
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showdocument?id=20427


CDBG-
ELIGIBLE
BLOCK
GROUPS

https://www.mapsonline.net/
arlingtonma/index.html

https://www.mapsonline.net/arlingtonma/index.html


1938 “RESIDENTIAL SECURITY 
MAPS” FOR 
HOME OWNERS’ LOAN 
CORPORATION

Maps for Boston Area. Check out 
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/ for interactive 
maps and downloads.

A/Green = Best/hot spots, considered safe 
investments

B/Blue = Considered still desirable

C/Yellow = Considered declining, with infiltration 
of lower grade populations

D/Red = Considered hazardous, do not loan, 
undesirable population or infiltration of it

https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/


1938 “RESIDENTIAL SECURITY 
MAPS” – SAMPLING OF COMMENTS
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/

BOSTON CAMBRIDGE ARLINGTON

https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/


PATTERNS https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showdocument?id=20427
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/
https://www.mapsonline.net/arlingtonma/index.html

https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showdocument?id=20427
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/
https://www.mapsonline.net/arlingtonma/index.html


RACIAL COVENANTS

Recently, an Arlington resident was 
doing research on his property and 
neighborhood and came across this 
1923 racially restrictive covenant.

http://www.masslandrecords.com/MiddlesexSouth/

http://www.masslandrecords.com/MiddlesexSouth/


RACIAL COVENANTS
The covenant applied 
to over 200 parcels 
south of Lake Street, 
east of Minuteman 
Bikeway/B&M RR, 
West of Mass. Ave., 
and both sides of 
Varnum Street on 
South.
http://www.masslandrecords.com/MiddlesexSouth/

http://www.masslandrecords.com/MiddlesexSouth/


SUBURBANIZATION, GENERATIONAL WEALTH, POWER
•Abbott Allen moved to then West Cambridge in the early 1800s, initially worked at the 
Whittemore card manufactory behind Robbins Library. After marrying Hannah Foster, he 
took over her father’s farm. He also served as Town Treasurer 1839-1846.

• His son William Henry Allen expanded land holdings and farm operations, including 
purchase of large tract on Lake Street. 

•Grandson Herbert Allen subdivided farmland for residential development, and family 
names were used for streets.

•Herbert Allen built other large projects in Arlington. 

•His older brother Abbott (named after grandfather) moved farming operations to 168 
acres in Concord in 1917. Allen Farm Lane in Concord is now a low-density residential 
street.

History of  Arlington Street names: Allen, Adams, Foster and Andrew, guest column by Richard Duffy, April 23, 2009, Arlington Advocate, https://arlington.wickedlocal.com/article/20090423/NEWS/304239802

https://arlington.wickedlocal.com/article/20090423/NEWS/304239802


BOSTON GLOBE 2017 SPOTLIGHT SERIES
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/spotlight/boston-racism-image-reality/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/12/11/that-was-typo-the-median-net-worth-black-bostonians-
really/ze5kxC1jJelx24M3pugFFN/story.html

Net worth, the [2015 “Color of Wealth in Boston” report by 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston] said, is determined by 
“subtracting debts from assets.”

In this instance, both financial (savings and checking accounts, 
money market funds, government bonds, stocks, retirement 
accounts, business equity, and life insurance) and tangible 
(houses, vehicles, and other real estate) assets were included. 
The debts included were credit card balances; student, 
installment, and car loans; medical debt; and mortgages.

All told, this means that US blacks and Dominicans in Greater 
Boston owe almost as much as the combined value of what they 
own — if they own anything at all. Page 3 Color of  Wealth in Boston by the Boston Fed:

https://www.bostonfed.org/publications/one-time-pubs/color-of-wealth.aspx

https://apps.bostonglobe.com/spotlight/boston-racism-image-reality/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/12/11/that-was-typo-the-median-net-worth-black-bostonians-really/ze5kxC1jJelx24M3pugFFN/story.html
https://www.bostonfed.org/publications/one-time-pubs/color-of-wealth.aspx


WHAT DO WE MEAN WHEN WE SAY?

•We are full.
•We want to preserve the character of our town.
•We want housing to go to those who already live 
here first. 
•You aren’t from here.



“The most profound example 
of everyday racism is 
segregation.”

“Good” vs. “bad” schools, 
neighborhoods – coded 
language

How our race and 
segregation shape us
Deconstructing White Privilege with Dr. Robin DiAngelo
https://vimeo.com/147760743

“I have had to think very deeply on what 
it means to have grown up in a primarily 
white neighborhood,” living life in 
segregation, and “to not have one single 
person who loved, mentored, guided me 
to convey that there was any loss.”

DR. ROBIN DIANGELO
ON SEGREGATION

https://vimeo.com/147760743


“I can live my whole life in segregation. In fact, if I 
follow the trajectory that my loving parents laid out for 
me – in my good neighborhood and my good school 
and my good college and my good career, in which I 
would ideally rise to the top. I could easily never have 
any consistent, ongoing, authentic relationships with 
people of color and not one person who guided me 
ever conveyed that there was loss…” 

Deconstructing White Privilege with Dr. Robin DiAngelo
https://vimeo.com/147760743

DR. ROBIN DIANGELO ON SEGREGATION

https://vimeo.com/147760743


“…Just sit with that for a moment. That there is no 
inherent value in the perspectives or experiences of 
people of color. If my parents, if my schools, if my 
curriculum, if my teachers, if my government saw value 
in those perspectives, I would be given those 
perspectives. But I wasn’t given those perspectives. And 
that shapes my relationships. It shapes what I care 
about. It shapes what I see. What I don’t see. Who I 
build my life with. And who I don’t build my life with…”

Deconstructing White Privilege with Dr. Robin DiAngelo
https://vimeo.com/147760743

DR. ROBIN DIANGELO ON SEGREGATION

https://vimeo.com/147760743


WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

•What patterns do you see?

•How can Town Government help?

•Who is represented at Town Meeting, Governance, Committees?

•What can residents and other community members do?

•What can you do?

•What does it mean to belong to a community?

•What are we missing out on by living in a segregated community?
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