
Proposed Reconstruction of Wall 
Separating Properties at 49 & 51 Academy Street 

Submitted by 

David and Hilary Baldwin 
49 Academy St. 

Rem Le 
51 Academy St. 

Rendering of Proposed wall and fence 
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We are applying to replace the disintegrating cement wall on the property line with a stone 

gravity retaining wall ~2-3.8 ft. high 
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Plot Plans of Properties 

51 Academy St. 

49 Academy St. 
Wall Area in AHDC Jurisdiction 

to be reconstructed 

(Both walls 2.0’w x 2.0’ - 3’10’h) 

Wall 1 - will be a stone gravity 
retaining wall (NE Field Stone) 

Wall 2 – will be a stone gravity 
retaining wall (NE Field Stone) 

Wall 1 

Wall 2 

Plot Plans from  
Town of Arlington GIS 
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Narrative 

View from Academy Street 

Existing Condition (Failure point in circles) 

The ninety-year-old cement wall and chain link fence separating the two properties is currently failing in 
multiple locations. The proposal is to remove existing wall and chain-link fence and replace with stone gravity 
wall that will be 2.0 ft. wide and 2.0’- 3’10” high (depending on existing grade.) 
The wall will be a NE Field stone gravity retaining wall. 
A 3-4 ft. wrought iron fence will be installed behind the wall. 
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 Iron Fencing ideas 
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Cross-section 

Wall 1 
~2-3‘10” h x 1.5-2.0’ w 
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Wall Construction Specifications  
Wall 1 (~88 ft.) and Wall 2 (~25 ft.) 

Contractor: Tony Landscaping 

➢ Remove all trees at property lines

➢ Build floating walk at current wall area for accessibility

➢ Remove old chain link fence

➢ Jack hammer and remove old concrete wall

➢ String straight line at property lines

➢ Dig out new wall base ~12 inches deep x 18 inches wide

➢ Install “weeper” pipes in base at low spot for water drainage

➢ Fill new base with crushed stone, compacting it ~ every 3 inches

➢ Install 12 inches ¾” crushed stone behind wall

➢ First course of stones will be below grade (6-8 inches)

➢ When ledge interferes with wall base, drill and install rebar (lay first course of stone in cement slurry
on ledge)

➢ Gravity wall will be made of New England Fieldstone or similar. Cement will not be visible
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Carol Greeley <carol.greeley@gmail.com>

Wall and Fence informaation
1 message

David W Baldwin <dbaldwin@mitre.org> Wed, Mar 17, 2021 at 2:38 PM
To: Marshall Audin <mkaudin45@gmail.com>
Cc: Marshall Audin <audisy4945@gmail.com>, Carol Greeley <carol.greeley@gmail.com>

Marshall,

Thanks for reviewing application.

Fence- It is from the Iron Fence Shop (https://www.ironfenceshop.com ). It will be 3 ft high

The stone for the gravity stone wall will be “New England Fieldstone” similar to what our other wall is made of. I anticipate
that some of the stones (12-18 inches will be larger than the stones in our existing wall (8-12 inches)
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https://www.ironfenceshop.com/


Let me know if you need further information.

Thanks,

David

David W. Baldwin

49 Academy Street

Arlington, Massachusetts

02476

781-643-4833
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/49+Academy+Street+%0D%0A+Arlington,+Massachusetts+%0D%0A+02476?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/49+Academy+Street+%0D%0A+Arlington,+Massachusetts+%0D%0A+02476?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/49+Academy+Street+%0D%0A+Arlington,+Massachusetts+%0D%0A+02476?entry=gmail&source=g


Existing Lower Wall

Very few “filler stones”
Wall height ~1’ 6”
Most stones 6-12”
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New Upper Wall

Stone – New England Field Stone
Stone size  ~8-15 “
Wall height will be ~2’-3’10” depending on ledge
Wall width will be 15-24”
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Examples of  Tony Landscaping Masonry Stone Walls
with quick assessment of photos provided

More considered stone selection 
for less need of “filler stones”

More considered stone selection for top course 
of stone - flat and wide no filer size
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