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 Arlington – DPW Facility 
 WSE Project No. 2170997 

 
March 23, 2021 
 
Arlington Redevelopment Board 
730 Mass Ave. Annex 
Arlington, MA 02476 
 
Re: Environmental Design Review 
 Arlington Municipal Facility 
 49 and 51 Grove Street 

 
Dear Members of the Arlington Redevelopment Board:  
 
On behalf of the Town of Arlington, Weston & Sampson Engineers, Inc. is hereby enclosing 
supplemental information for the above project in response to the comments received at the February 
22, 2021 Arlington Redevelopment Board meeting.  Below is a summary of the questions raised at the 
meeting with the associated responses.  Support documentation has been attached to this letter to 
supplement the responses below.   
 
Comment 1: The Arlington Redevelopment Board (ARB) indicated that the exterior “Wave” bicycle 

rack is not compliant with the Town’s Bike Rack Guidelines.  The Town requested that 
Weston & Sampson review the guidelines and provide bicycle racks which meet these 
guidelines. 

 
Response 1: The proposed bicycle rack’s shape and layout has been revised to a standard “U-Shape” 

in compliance with the Town of Arlington’s “Bicycle Parking Guidelines”.  Please see 
associated reference sketch attached to this letter. 

 
Comment 2: The ARB requested that one of the parking spaces along Grove Street be changed to a 

handicap parking space.  Weston & Sampson to review if there is adequate space to 
provide a code compliant handicap parking space on Grove Street. 

 
Response 2: Due to the clearance requirements associated with an on-street accessible parking 

space, namely the 5-ft width aisle clearance adjacent to the space, would result in a 
remaining sidewalk width that is insufficient for minimum code standards. A review of 
relocating the building siting in order to accommodate an accessible parking space at 
the street location, has determined that this would negatively impact the DPW 
operational clearance requirements.   

 
Comment 3: The ARB requested that we consider moving the location of the interior bicycle parking 

area closer to the administration area to allow for easy access to the shower area.   
 
Response 3: The location of the interior bicycle parking area has been reviewed with the DPW based 
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on the intended use of the facility.  As shown on the attached plan A101, the interior 
bicycle storage area is located in an alcove off the employee circulation corridor with 
direct access to the outside on the east side of the building.  This location limits potential 
conflicts with staff entering/exiting via the employee pedestrian entrance on the west side 
of the building.  This location provides direct access from the bicycle storage area to the 
locker/shower/toilet area as shown by the dashed red line and is within a reasonable 
distance for personnel using these facilities.   

 
Comment 4: The ARB requested that additional details related to the proposed signage be provided 

demonstrating compliance with the Zoning Bylaws.   
 
Response 4: The proposed facility signage is provided at three locations, as follows: 

a. Monument sign at facility entrance 
b. Building sign at the front building elevation along Grove Street 
c. Canopy sign at the building’s main entrance 

 
All proposed signage is in compliance with the Town of Arlington’s Zoning Bylaws,as 
outlined in the attached three sketches associated with the three referenced signage 
locations. 

 
Comment 5: The ARB provided some feedback related to the aesthetics of Building E.  The ARB 

requested that Weston & Sampson evaluate alternatives to assist in breaking up the 
massing using features that could potentially create vertical bays along the façade.  

 
Response 5: A proposed modification to the exterior siding material color and pattern, at the two-story 

Administration portion of the building fronting on Grove Street, has been studied and is 
attached to this letter for the Board’s review and consideration.  The proposed pattering 
of the terra cotta panel siding and the layout of the two types of panel profile and color 
has been modified to introduce a vertical element to mitigate the horizonal / linear quality 
of the front elevation and to emulate a sequence of building bays, as proposed to 
address the Board’s concerns and review comments.  Please refer to the attached 
building elevation study sketches. 

 
If you have any questions regarding this submittal, please feel free to contact me at (978)-532-1900. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
WESTON & SAMPSON  
 
 
David Steeves, Project Architect 
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Free-standing Facility Monument Sign

Complies with Arlington Zoning Bylaw 6-37: 
 
1.   One sign provided for facility 
2.   Height of sign 4'-6", below maximum 6' height requirement 
3.   Sign is 20-sq ft, below maximum 24-sq ft requirement 
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Front Elevation, Building Signage
Complies with Arlington Zoning Bylaw Sections 6-34, 6-35: 

1.   One wall sign, as permitted 
2.   Height of sign is 10-ft, in compliance with 25-ft maximum height requirement 
3.   Sign area is 17-sq ft, in compliance with maximum 40-sq ft area requirement 
4.   Sign width is 4'-9", positioned within 8-ft width building element, in compliance 
with 60% maximum width sign coverage of building section.

8'-0"

6-inch height building
signage lettering



Front Entrance Canopy Signage

Allowed per Arlington Zoning Bylaw Section 6.2: 
1.  Total of 3-sq sf, complies with requirement of 1-sq ft per linear foot of sign, (sign 
is 8 ft in length).

3-sq ft canopy sign, 5-inch
height letters

Building street
address on
transom window
glass above
entrance door



• This plan represents the front elevation of the proposed new Building E as submitted in the January 

2021 Environmental Design Review package

• The following sheets (Sheet 2 – 8) represent a series of elevation studies developed to identify 

potential modifications to the elevations to address the comments received at the February 22, 2021 

Arlington Redevelopment Board meeting
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• Introduction of vertical elements at upper-level between windows using alternate material profile 

and/or color

• Introduction of full height vertical elements using alternate material profile and/or color at entrance 

towers
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Between Windows
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• Introduction of alternating vertical elements at upper-level between windows using alternate material 

profile and/or color

• Introduction of full height / full width vertical elements using alternate material profile and/or color at 

entrance towers
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• Introduction of alternating vertical elements at upper-level between windows using alternate material 

profile and/or color

• Introduction of full height / full width vertical elements using alternate material profile and/or color at 

entrance towers

• Banding on upper level using alternate material profile and/or color to further accentuate bay pattern
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Front Elevation

Full Height/Full Width 
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Element Between Windows

Upper-Level 

Banding
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• Introduction of alternating vertical elements at upper-level between windows using alternate material 

profile and/or color

• Introduction of full height / matching width vertical elements using alternate material profile and/or 

color at entrance towers

• Banding on upper level using alternate material profile and/or color to further accentuate bay pattern
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Front Elevation
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Alternating Upper-Level Vertical 

Element Between Windows

Upper-Level 

Banding
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• Introduction of alternating vertical elements at upper-level between windows using alternate material 

profile and/or color

• Introduction of full height / matching width vertical elements using alternate material profile and/or 

color at entrance towers

• Banding on upper level using alternate material profile and/or color to further accentuate bay pattern

• Use of colored spandrel glass feature on lower-level storefront to extend vertical elements along entire 

facade

Town of Arlington

Town Yard Facility - Building E

Front Elevation
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Vertical Element

Alternating Upper-Level Vertical 

Element Between Windows

Upper-Level 

Banding

Spandrel Glass Feature Sheet 6 of 8
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Material Profile Examples

Sample Photo of Alternate 

Profile / Color Use
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Town of Arlington - Town Yard Building E - FRONT ELEVATION

Town of Arlington – Town Yard Building E - SIDE ELEVATION
Sheet 8 of 8
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