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In lix a mcth()d of voting ()r o dlvid the question. and who 
failed lo make the motion b •for lhe debate, is to make his or 
her wishes known during th discusi;ion and O.t,k to be 
recognized by the moderator for this purpose at the close of 
debate. 

§47. Point of Order 

Basi Points: A poi,u of order does 1101 require a se ·ond 
or a vote ,md may not l>e debawd, amended. or reconsidered, 
bw may intermpl the speaker. 

Fo1m f Motion: "/ rise to a poinJ of ord<!r.11 

The fir t thing to be said is that a point of order is not 
renlly a motion at all, bul ~ question. (The question is c,ften 
put in the form of nn ftS~ •rtior1.) ') 'his be.ju • lhe case, it 'scap '. 
the intcrdictiu11 r a I y-law ha. ed on J l()US Rule T, 4. 1 

Whal sets it and the question of personal priviJege (see §57) 
apart from any other questions which may be introduced into 
the del nte is that they raise n qucslion so important a to 
justify the interruption of a speaker. For this reason, il need!i 
to be carefully defined, since some huve the erroneous 
impression that it is merely a lahel which, hy being prefixed 
lo whatever the intem1pter has to say, gives uninhibiled 
license to break in and. eize the floor. On a point of order, a 
voter may raise one or more of the following questions and no 
others: 

1. ls lh • speaker entitled to th· t1oor (~ r t·iwmrle, is 
the person u 11 nvOlcr, or a voter who ha· overstayl:<l lhr. time 
alloued by by-law)? 

2. Is what the speaker is saying or proposing 
indecorous, frivolous, irrelevant., ille,gal or contrary Lo proper 
procedure? 

3. I any pending action frivolous, irrelevant, illegal 
or contrary to proper procedure? 

A point of order may be a tactful hint from one who can 
see a point the moderator has missed, or il may be a bona fide 
inquiry. 

§47 'See §38 supra. 
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Any attempt to use it as a device to u~urp the floor should 
be dealt with .firmly. 

The proper way lo raise. a f) int < f order is Lo rise an J 
a1.klrcss Lhc chair a follows: "Mr. Moderator. r rise lo a point 
nf rder." It is irnpera!Jvc then to remain sile111 until the 
moderator say~ "Plea e. st:ite your puiut uf on.ler." 

A point of order rescmblt1: other motion~ in tha1 it slates 
a question. but, not bein, a motion, it need not b seconded; 
and whereas o her question:,; are put to the meeting by the 
moderator, a point f rder is decided by l'h • moderator alone, 
without debate. There is no reas<)n for the moderator to be 
mshed into a hasty decision. 11 is fine to he able 10 give the 
impression of having all the nice points of procedure at one's 
fingertips, but the effect is ruined if tlie quick answer is 
,.m neous, and Lbc meeting will usunlly follow more willingly 
the moderator who takes tim to be right, rather than tJ1e hasty 
ancl erratic one. Furthcnnore, there are instance!i of augusl 
presiding officers who lake tim" to look up the preccdcnts.2 
The point i;hould he decided, h w •ver, hcfo.rc proceeding 
further. 

If the moderator needs factual infonnation to decide a 
point of order (for example. if the point is whether or not a. 
proposed bond is!;ue is within Lhc town's debt limit), he or Sltl: 
should inquire of ll1e appropriate officials, or of Cllhers. If the 
information is not available, Lhc moderator. hould recess Ill 
meeting or ask that the llliilter be postponed until the 
information can be obtained. 

If the point rui. •cl is that ll1e speaker is indulging in 
per~omilities, it may also be a 111es1ion r privilege (see §57 
infm), hut there ls no ne •d to be overly part.iculm about ll1e 
label. 

' Dcschlcr 306: Jefferson 172; Manual for Ilic Mas~Jcllusclls Gc11.:ral Court, Note 
ll) Hou~c Ruk 73. 

Chapter 8 

Privileged Motions 

§56. In General 

Privileged motions rcJate t the conduct of the meeting, 
reg~dless of wh~tever particular qu stion, if any, may be 
p(}ndmg, and so have p1iority over all other m tions. There are 
only .five privileged moti ms which are appropriate to town 
rueeting.s, and they rank among the:msulves, from highest to 
lowest, 111 the following order: 

• To dissolve or "to adjourn sine die" 
• To adjourn to a fixed time, or to recess 
• A point of no quorum 
• To fix the time to (or at) which to adjourn 
• A question of privilege 

§57. A Question of Privilege 

~ 

Basic Points: A qut:srion of privilege does not require a 
second or a iiote and may not be debated ame11ded1 or 
reconsidered, hut may interrupt the speaker. ' 

Form of Motion: "I rise to a question of privilege." 
. _Questions of privilege relate first to tbe rights and 

pnv~eges .of the _meeting collectively, it~ s,1fcty, dignity and 
lhe mt~gnty of its proceedings; and second to the rigl1ts, 
reputatio~ a_n~ condL'.cL of tJ1e voters or town meeting 
members md1v1dually, m their apaciLy as voters ormember!;. 2 

~y th~ manuals, a question of privilege is the lowest 
rank.i~g ot the privil_eged motions,~ but in Congress, and 
!he.rel re presumably m th se towns wbjch follow Hou. e Rule 
X.'?• 4," ~ question of pri vi leg is not a motion but a question 
(like a pmnl of order) and so escapes the bar of that rule. In 
Congress it takes precedence of all other questions except 

§57 'Cushing 128; Demeter JOI. Robert 67 contra. 
' See House Ruic IX. 

llohon 25-28; Cushing J 28; Demettr JO J; Robc,1 Gt>. 
' See §38 suwa. 
' See §47 s11pr1.1.. 
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motions lo adjourn.r' 
ln Congress, questions of privilege range from matters of 

high constitutional prerogative, such as immunity from arrest 
and freedom of debatc.7 to the comfort and convenience of the 
members.8 In town meetings, questions of privilege are 
usually limited to the latter.9 If it is a mere matter of the 
temperature or ventilation of the room, a voter should refrain, 
within reason, from raising the question in the middle of 
dcbate,1° but if it is a matter of noise,. which prevents the 
speaker from being heard, the voter should speak up. A 
discreet call of "Louder, please" will usually suffice if the 
speaker's voice is too low, but if the problem is one of 
conversation or other disturbance nearby, the voter should 
rise, even interrupting the speaker if necessary,11 say, "Mr. 
Moderator, I rise to a question of privilege," wail until the 
moderator direcL<; him or her to state it, and lhen do so. Since 
it is not a motion, it need not be seconded. • 

In most cases, no vote is necessary. The matter can be 
dealt with by a simple request from the chair. To vote on 
whether or not to open or close a window does not greatly 
enhance the dignity of the meeting, but if necessary it is better 
than a squabble over it. 

If a speaker indulges in personalities, the person attacked 
or any other person may rise to a question of personal 
privilege. The moderator should make it unnecessary by 
promptly calling the speaker to order. Occasionally the person 
raising the question of personalities may characterize the 
objection as a point of order. Strictly speaking, it is a question 
of privilege, and the moderator should simply treat it as such. 

More serious questions of privilege are fortunately rare. 
In case of threats or attempted bribes, the meeting can do no 

'· House Rule lX. 
' Art. I, §6, 
" Dcschler 321. 
' Prnposals to blow up the.assembly. whether ma!. as i11 Parlimncnt on the.first Guy 
Fawkes's Day, or feigned, as in Lynnfield Lown meeting on November 20, 1961, 
rniNc fundamenlnl queslion$ of privilege. 
'
0 Bolton 28. 

ll Robert 66. 
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mor· than cxprl:!5:s ils pinion. )i(l 11hc·1 pr 1ccJ.:di111:ti: ,m· 
requirl'd lu prnduec conc1 •'IC r ':l1dls, hul a 1 ,'iprc~:io11 uf' 
opinion by tlw me ·tint b not i11signilic;;11n. A volerur member 
sll< tilt! ah a)'f~ Im Iii· ri11.h1 11 h1ino such llHlllt rs lo th 
attention of the town. 


