TOWN OF ARLINGTON
Department of Public Works
51 Grove Street
Arlington, Massachusetts 02476
Office(781) 316-3320 Fax (781) 316-3281

Engineering Division

Oakland Ave. — Wachusett Ave. — Prospect Ave. Geometry Improvements
Summary

Introduction:

The intersection of Oakland Ave, Wachusett Ave. and Prospect Ave. Ext. is a non-standard
5-way configuration laid out and approved by the Board of Survey in 1910 and 1911. The
current configuration creates an extended pedestrian crossing distance across Oakland Ave.
and Prospect Ave. in excess of 90 feet. Additionally, there are MBT A bus stops on each side
of Wachusett Avenue for bus routes 78 & 84.

During the process of reviewing the MBTA PATI project for bus stops, the MBTA indicated
that the Town needed to install a crosswalk across Wachusett Ave. as determined during
Town/MBTA discussions.

This proposed concept includes that cross walk as well as applying geometry changes to
realign the approach of Prospect Avenue to reduce the pedestrian crossing distance as well as
align with plans for road work upgrades to Oakland Ave.

In addition to the alignment modification, the project upgrade would provide ADA
compliant curb ramps where there are currently no curb cuts.

There are 3 options available for discussion.
First Option provides a geometry change between the Oakland Ave. and Prospect Ave.
approaches creating a 90° approach for Prospect St.

Second option adds curb extensions at the four (4) corners of the Wachusett/Oakland
intersection to provide a shortened crosswalk distance for Oakland and Wachusett.

Third option provides curb extensions at two corners and provides a smooth transition for
buses traveling north bound on Wachusett into the bus stop.
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