Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area

Community Meeting
6 DECEMBER 2023
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Agenda :

e Project Team Introduction

e Firm Background

 Design Roadmap & Project Overview
o Context

o Park History

o Existing Conditions & Site Analysis

e Community Feedback
 Playground Inspiration

e Concept Layouts

e Schedule + Next Steps
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Project Team Introduction

IAN RAMEY

ASLA, PLA, LEED AP
Principal in Charge

JOE CONNELLY
Director of Recreation

LESLIE MAYER
Park Commission Member

JEN ROTHENBERG
Park Commission Member

EMILY HUNT

ASLA, PLA, CPSI
Project Manager
SARAH CARRIER

Park Commission Associate Member

ADAM LANE

Friends of Menotomy OLIVIASO

Landscape Designer
JOANN ROBINSON

Historical Commission

TIM ROSS Consultants
ADA Coordinator CIVILENGINEERING SURVEYING
Hancock Associates Reed Land Surveying, Inc.
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Firm Background

Healy Playground King Open Elementary Schoolyard Montshire Science Park
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Design Road Map :

DATA GATHERING &
ANALYSIS

CONCEPT
DEVELOPMENT
o ')O LANDSCAPE
- e STRATEGIES
Conditions _a.O
« Site Analysis S eiedeleny +O v CONSTRUCTION

e Spatial
Programming
e Key Design Moves

e Precedents
e Activation Studies

e Public Input e Movement,
Access &
Accessibility

e Design Documents

> [PLay typeleges e Park Construction

e Sustainability &
Planting Strategy

we’re excited to

hear from you!
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Project Overview

2019
Playground Safety Audit
and Report

WE’RE HERE —

2023- Early 2024
Conceptual Design
Process

Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area
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2021
Stantec Feasibility Study

2023 - Spring
Partial Playground Closure
and Removal

849 folks

responded to the
online survey!

2023 - Fall
Public Outreach

April 2024
Spring Town Meeting for
Project Funding Approval

August/Fall 2024
Project Bid &
Playground Construction

CopleyWolff



Context

VISI't the Park dally that

1 5% translates to over 120
people per day!

explore the

80/0 surrounding woods ‘9«. ._ )' A 2, e withi eithar

when visiting a 5-minute or

45% 5-10 minute walk

to the Park

Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area
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Park History | Prior to 1900 :
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1896 park founded as
“Menotomy Rocks Park”

1898 portions of wall built near
Jason Street from original stone
wall property markers
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Park History | 1900 - 1950 9
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Park History | 1950
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Friends of Menotomy
Rocks Park (FOMRP)

1952 first play area installed

1977 play area additions and fitness
equipment in 1977

|
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T MORTON -G LAY :
1994 jawn reconstructed Y
during pond dredging project
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Nature and Wildlife
did you know: many of the pine trees are
over 100 years old! They were planted in

1909 following gypsy moth damage
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== which animals have you seen in
the Park? Tell us in the chat! e it T R e A ST S Py e G
Courtesy of Sarah Carrier
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Existing Conditions | Play Features 2

“Please keep nature
and natural materials
at the forefront of your
design process.”

“Our kids love the
lean-to’s in the park
area. | could see
tunnels, logs, and
other woodsy type of
imaginative play being
so great here.”

“We love woodhenge
and have had a Girl
Scout meeting there
once a month for 3
years!”

Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area
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Existing Conditions | Site Features

“Menotomy Rocks park
is at the top places
in Arlingtonto goto
connect with nature
and feel the spirit of
Menotomy.”

35% of respondents bring dogs to the park and over

Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area 60% prefer no fencing at the play area or lawn space COplQYWOlﬁ
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Existing Conditions | Site Analysis
the existing play space is
located within a wetland buffer
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Existing Conditions | Sun/Shade

the importance of shade
was mentioned 45 times in
the survey comments
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Existing Conditions | Wetlands

the wetlands were confirmed
by a botanist/wetland scientist
and survey crew in Fall 2023

hill’s pond

T
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Community Feedback | Meet and Greet

i RRED AM

limited play opportunities for the 5-12 : e ron FOCKS P e OTE e u“,,i:::‘:"‘”'
age group - many drive children to appreciate the S | .

nearby neighborhood parks for suitable current amount I & (OCOMOTORY

i g2 ; DRAMATHC] % pHYSICAL
play equipment of shade over i | o i £ |

the existing play
equipment and
preserve maintain current
existing trees take inspiration tree canopy
from nature
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Community Feedback belt swings and group/basket

swings are the top preferences top 3 play types

top 3 current activities §

&
explore the surrounding ot

swinging I

nature play I

movement/physical I

woods
#2 laygroun
usep?ygou d ©o @ > o= 2 &
equipment S 2 3 °§ 8 <
""" w © = ® B
- £ = 82 2
O O O oc !
c © 2 29 °
nature play SE E © 85 S
we S ¥ o, ©
S 7 @
2 & S
_— Middle E £  of
; : P © ©e))
School =

Preschool 2-5 o
50% would prefer small group

17% picnic seating and this was the
No children most desired amenity

please remember our babies and expecting

toddlers - baby swings, some o)
smaller slides, etc. <1 /O
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we also heard
bird watchin

19

Community Feedback

(of TRl el s T ° M aMey,

b

tiered
seating

morning 3 4%

afternoon

picnic tables/
family seatin
31% 0
(o)
bike
racks

23%

evening

here’s what you
like to do when

visiting 16% &

tables
we also heard

I I I I )
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other

use playground
equipment
nature play
exercise
walk your dog
passive use
picnic
Soavants ¥
woodhenge
lawn games
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off-leash dog area
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Play Area Inspiration 20

“Classic metal slippery
slide would be fun.
New slides don’t slide
anymore. Kids love a
real slide”

“Exercise stations for
all ages”

did you know: the existing fithess

equipment was built in 1977 making it
almost 50 years old! Cop]eywmﬂ

Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area
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P|ay Area Inspiration nearly 75% prefer natural 21

materials for the play equipment

“Please don’t
overdevelop this
beautiful park. Most of
us go there to enjoy the
woods and nature!”

Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area
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Play Area Inspiration | Conceptual Layout A

planting
restoration

would you like to have a shade
structure? votes were split
“Minimal impact

d | . \ to preserve
y A .‘ environment! |
e 4 | \

== o | - v This is a place
L — e ' Where kids can

I w oo
Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area play in nature”
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Play Area Inspiration | Conceptual Layout B

reduced play area size in current
location to protect trees

planting
restoration

s

e A

any work proposed in the
buffer will be reviewed with the
conservation commission

\ “Exercise areas
. with built ini\ :
‘equipment along '_
the trail”

.
’

Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area .
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Play Area Inspiration | Conceptual Layout Hybrid

planting
restoration

mix of lawn and slope play to take
advantage of natural slope with
shade and have space for swings

: “Havin
and potentially a shade structure i g good
z Y 7 | sight lines anb& _
o o A ' “ - anopenfield
T e L - o .‘

T . - A& | Surrounding it”

.
’
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planting : planting
restoration 4 restoration

A
(J
Q

planting
restoration

Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area ,C '
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Schedule + Next Steps &

2019 2021 2023 - Spring
Playground Safety Audit i FoaE R S ek Partial Playground Closure
and Report and Removal

: 2023 - Fall
UP NEXT Public Outreach
2023- Early 2024 April 2024 August/Fall 2024
Conceptual Design Spring Town Meeting for Project Bid &
Process Project Funding Approval Playground Construction

next public meeting
early January

Menotomy Rocks Park Play Area
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