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Purpose of the Supplemental Report

This Supplemental Report to 2024 Town Meeting makes one additional change to the Zoning Bylaw that
is required by Article 28 but that was inadvertently overlooked by the Redevelopment Board in its
recommended vote on Article 28. It now also removes the Inland Wetland District from the list of Overlay
Districts in Section 4.1.2.

The additional sections of the Draft Amendment text of Article 28 are boxed; the rest is identical to the
language in the Board Report to 2024 Town Meeting, dated April 1, 2024.
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Zoning Bylaw Amendments Article 28: Delete Inland Wetland Overlay District

ARTICLE 28:
DELETE INLAND WETLAND OVERLAY DISTRICT

Additions to the Zoning Bylaw shown in underline format. Deletions shown in strikeeutformet.

ARTICLE 28 ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT / DELETE INLAND WETLAND OVERLAY DISTRICT

To see if the Town will vote to delete Section 5.8, Inland Wetland Overlay District, from the Zoning
Bylaw and adjust the numbering of subsequent sections; or take any action related thereto.

(Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board)

DISCUSSION

Article 28 would eliminate the Inland Wetland Overlay District (IWD) from the Zoning Bylaw. It does not
reduce protection for wetlands because wetland protection is administered by the Conservation
Commission under state and town laws and regulations.

Arlington has an Inland Wetland District that pre-dates the adoption of the state Wetlands Protection
Act, which is implemented by the Arlington Conservation Commission. Administering a zoned wetlands
district creates conflicts or inconsistencies with the Conservation Commission’s work under G.L. c. 131, §
40. Through state and Town laws and regulations, the Conservation Commission retains robust authority
to protect wetlands, and it is the most appropriate body to do so. The IWD is therefore redundant and
creates unnecessary complexity and potential for conflicting regulations. Indeed, inclusion of the IWD in
the Arlington Zoning Bylaw has created confusion about the appropriate Town body to adjudicate issues
related to wetlands and, while well intentioned, the IWD is no longer an effective tool for wetland
protection in Arlington. The Conservation Commission has jurisdiction over wetlands, but the inclusion
of this overlay district in the Zoning Bylaw gives the Zoning Board of Appeals overlapping and
superfluous jurisdiction. Furthermore, removing the IWD from the Zoning Bylaw does not change the
Conservation Commission’s authority or weaken environmental protections. This article is supported by
the Conservation Commission, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Inspectional Services Department, and
the Department of Planning and Community Development, in addition to the Redevelopment Board.

This supplemental report makes one additional change to the Zoning Bylaw that is required by this
article but that was inadvertently overlooked by the Redevelopment Board in its recommended vote on
Article 28. It now also removes the Inland Wetland District from the list of Overlay Districts in Section
4.1.2.
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Zoning Bylaw Amendments Article 28: Delete Inland Wetland Overlay District

VOTE AND RECOMMENDATION TO TOWN MEETING

VOTE: Favorable Action (5-0) — that the Zoning Bylaw be and hereby is amended as follows:

DRAFT AMENDMENT

Amend SECTION 4.1.2 to delete the Inland Wetland District, as follows:

4.1.2 Overlay Districts

(1) Floodplain District
2} tniand Wetl Distei

Delete SECTION 5.8, Inland Wetland District, as follows:

5:8  INLAND-WEHLAND-DISTRICT
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Zoning Bylaw Amendments Article 28: Delete Inland Wetland Overlay District
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Zoning Bylaw Amendments Article 28: Delete Inland Wetland Overlay District

Renumber subsequent Sections as appropriate.
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