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referenced matter.  This filing was subsequently reviewed by the Board at its meeting on

AMENDED NOTICE OF ACTION
RE: Mixed Use Building, 1500 Massachusetts Avenue Arlington

May 20, 2024

Date: May 22, 2024

Local Building Inspector
Local Disability Commission

Independent Living Center

cc:
_______________________________
Chairperson
ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD

Any person aggrieved by the above decision may request an adjudicatory hearing before the
Board within 30 days of receipt of this decision by filing the attached request for an adjudicatory
hearing. If after 30 days, a request for an adjudicatory hearing is not received, the above decision
becomes a final decision and the appeal process is through Superior Court.

15523

,

On

.

May 15, 2024 , the Architectural Access Board received a filing in the above

After reviewing the information provided, the Board voted to accept the filing.

ACCEPT the withdrawal of the request for relief to 9.3, and

GRANT relief to 10.1 as proposed.

Docket Number V
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July 24, 2023    

Architectural Access Board 
1000 Washington St., Suite 710 
Boston, MA 02118 

Request #1 – Description  

During the Arlington Redevelopment Board (ARB) review process for this project, there was a 

submission made that included a ground floor accessible unit.  This was rejected by the ARB, 

and it was insisted that the ground floor accessible unit be changed to office space.  It was 

stated by the ARB that the ground floor accessible unit was not required, and it was preferred as 

office space instead. It was stated that the project was unlikely to receive approval if the 

accessible unit was not changed to office space.  The project was revised to change the ground 

floor residential unit into office space as requested, and the project was submitted & approved 

by the ARB.   

Changing the ground floor entirely to residential to avoid the office space increase requested by 

the ARB was not an option either, as it would have violated the Arlington Zoning Bylaws.  ‘Mixed 

Use’ is allowed with a special permit in the ‘B1: Neighborhood Office' zoning district for this 

project, however apartment buildings (4+ units) are not allowed.   

Relief is being requested on the requirement of Group 1 compliance for the residential units on 

the 2nd floor, which is considered the 'Ground Floor' as defined in 521 CMR Section 5.1.   

 

Attachments  

• 1A - ARB e-mail correspondence 

• 1B - Materials from ARB submission w/ accessible ground floor unit (not approved) 

• 1C - Presentation from ARB submission w/ accessible ground floor unit (not approved) 

• 1D - Official ARB meeting minutes from Town Meeting (submission not approved) 

• 1E - Use Regulation chart for business districts  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Monte French 

 The ground floor office space will be reduced, and a Group 1 compliant dwelling unit will be added back
into the project for compliance on sections 5.1 & 9.3 (relief on Request #1 no longer required). 
**Note: contingent on ARB approval**

4/30/24 - REV 01
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July 24, 2023    

Architectural Access Board 
1000 Washington St., Suite 710 
Boston, MA 02118 

Request #2 – Description  

Residential parking is being provided at the rear of the building.  The existing site conditions 

presented a significant increase in elevation from the front to the rear of the property.  The 

original project submission approved by the ARB had the rear parking level elevation 2'-0” higher 

than the elevation at the front of the building (driveway slope of 1/2":12"), which would be 

achieved by retaining walls up to 12’-4” tall measured from the parking level.  

During exploratory test pits/borings by the site civil engineers, there was a significant amount of 

ledge discovered above the intended parking level.  It was also discovered that the existing 

retaining walls did not have footings and were not suitable for shoring or retaining during the 

installation of the new retaining walls. Due to these discoveries, there was a serious concern for 

maintaining the structural integrity of the surrounding structures on abutting properties. To 

resolve this issue, the parking level was raised an additional 4’-9” and the rear retaining wall was 

shifted further into the site.   

Relief is being requested on the requirement of accessible parking, van parking & accessible 

route to parking due to limitations resulting from site conditions. 

 

Attachments  

• 2A - Site Plan & Section from initial ARB approval 

• 2B - Site Photographs after existing structure was demolished 

• 2C - Geotech Report 

• 2D - Amended Site Plan & Section  

• 2E - Email correspondence with ARB after Geotech report was received 

• 2F - ARB Approval letter for amendments  

   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Monte French 

Due to the number of parking spaces provided (spaces are not deeded to dwelling units), an accessible parking
space is not required. The open space at the rear of the building will be accessed from the parking area.  Due to site
limitations preventing an accessible route from the front of the building to the rear parking/open space area,
additional open space is being proposed at the side yard of the building. This additional open space will be located
on an accessible route accessed from the front of the building.  See '2G' attachment for proposed open space
diagram.  **Note: contingent on ARB approval**

2G - Open Space Diagram

4/30/24 - REV 01

Relief is being requested on an accessible route to rear parking / rear open space areas due to limitations
resulting from site conditions.   
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